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caller's name. The DoT's

Galler's name to be shown
on phones from Nov. 1

telecom service providers
holding authorisation or

THE department of tele-
communications (DoT)
has directed telecom op-
erators to introduce Call-
ing Name Presentation
(CNAP) from Nov 1,

International calls will be
handled differently. If the
number is not saved in the
recipient's contacts, the
screen will display 'Interna-
tional Call' instead of the

instructions .apply to all W - He ThlE i

licences to provide access
services. The department
has directed them to imple-
ment the service across
their respective service ar-
eas from Nov. 1, 2026.
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Celebrate the spirit of victory and give your Btile one
a jovrful baginning filked with learning ond success!

2026. The service will
display the caller's name
on the recipient's phone
without requiring users to
sign up separately. It will
initially be available on 4G
and higher-generation net-
works, while its rollout on
2@, 3G and landline net-
works will be considered
separately.
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SK Nithish Rj Thaiyal, a
student of Velammal
Vidyalaya Annexure, has
achieved a remarkable
feat in archery by
shooting arrows
continuously for 6 hours,
6 minutes and 6 seconds.

This feat earned him a
place in the Young
Achievers Book of

Records.

By Our Correspondent

HUNDREDS of industrial
workers and locals in and
around the Ambattur In-
dustrial Estate were over-
joyed to see Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister C Joseph
Vijay, who visited the
neighbourhood this past
Thursday.

The Chief Minister, ac-
companied by his cabinet
colleague Keerthana and
senior officials including
the Tamil Nadu Chief
Secretary M Sai Kumar,
arrived at the vast SIDCO
Industrial Estate in Ambat-
tur as part of an official
engagement. Vijay had
come to inaugurate the
Singapore-based Capital-
and Data Centre Chennai
at the Industrial Estate in
Ambattur.

As news of his arrival
spread, hundreds of his
film fans and admirers
gathered on either side of
the road leading up to the
Industrial Estate to greet
him. The crowd burst into
boisterous cheers on seeing
the actor-turned Chief
Minister arrive dressed in a
black blazer, white shirt
and black trousers. Vijay
walked around greeting
them and waving his hand.

"I was super excited to
see Vijay, my thalaivar
(leader). I have never be-
fore seen him in flesh and
blood. T have only enjoyed
watching him on the big
screen in theatres and on
television screens," said
Poovarasi, a worker at the
Industrial Estate in Am-
battur.

After waving and ex-
changing greetings with his
fans and supporters, the
Chief Minister got down
to his official engage-
ments. An official release
from the Government of
Tamil Nadu said Vijay
held bilateral talks with
the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter of Singapore Gan Kim
Yong on strengthening
economic ties between
Tamil Nadu and Singapore
and attracting more invest-
ments from Singapore to
the State. The Singapore
Deputy Prime Minister
also holds the portfolio of
the country's Minister for
Energy, Trade and Indus-
trial (Trade) and he too
participated in the inaugu-
ral of the data centre in
Ambattur.

Dog sterilisation eentre now in Ambattur

A new dog sterilisation
centre and pet hospital,
built at a cost of Rs 2.30
crore in Ambattur zone,
was inaugurated at the
Athipattu solid waste
management facility.
Spread across 5,300 sq ft,
the facility has an opera-

tion theatre, laboratory,
pharmacy, pet treatment
room, kennels to accom-
modate 150 dogs, 100
rooms, a kitchen, doctors'
room and toilets.
Sterilisation surgeries
on 35 stray dogs per
day can also be performed

here. Stray dogs caught in
Ambattur and Anna
Nagar zones will be
brought to the centre for
sterilisation and
anti-rabies vaccination.
The facility is the 14th
centre operated by the
GCC.

Anna Nagar records lowest turnout
at special electoral camps

By N Rathi Chithra

NNA NAGAR
recorded the low-
est turnout at the
special electoral
camps held on
October 10 and 11 for vot-
ers seeking inclusion of
their names in the elec-
toral rolls, despite the
constituency witnessing a
sharp decline in its elector-
ate following the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise ahead of the 2026
Assembly elections.

Election officials re-
ceived just 48 Form 6 ap-
plications from Anna
Nagar residents seeking
inclusion of their names
in the electoral rolls dur-
ing the two-day drive, the
lowest among the 16 As-
sembly constituencies in
Chennai district. The poor
response comes even as
the constituency saw its
electorate shrink consider-
ably following the revision
exercise.

According to Election
Commission of India
figures, Anna Nagar had
an electorate of 2,86,090
before the SIR. Following

the exercise, the number
of eligible voters dropped
to 1,88,861, marking a
decline of 97,229 voters.

The low turnout at the
special camps has raised
concerns over whether
residents whose names
were omitted from the
electoral rolls are coming
forward to apply for inclu-
sion. It is said to be un-
usual to see such a low
turnout in Anna Nagar for
a special camp, particu-
larly given the scale of the
reduction in the constitu-
ency's electorate.

A resident from Anna
Nagar said officials and
election observers may
now have to focus on im-
proving awareness about
the special camps and the
process of restoring omit-
ted names. "Greater pub-
licity through resident
welfare associations, local
networks and other com-
munity channels could
encourage more people to
verify their electoral status
and submit the required
forms," Ganesamoorthy,
a resident, said.

Across Chennai dis-

trict, the response to the
special camps was poor,
with election officials issu-
ing 3,364 forms and re-
ceiving 2,483 applications
during the two-day drive,
according to the Chennai
District Election Office.

Thiru Vi Ka Nagar
(SC) recorded the highest
number of applications
received, with 379 resi-
dents submitting forms.
The constituency also saw
493 forms being issued
during the drive. Of these,
289 were Form 6 applica-
tions, while 90 applica-
tions were submitted in
Form 8 for shifting of
residence and correction
of entries.

Among other constitu-
encies, Virugambakkam
received 294 Form 6 ap-
plications, followed by
Kolathur with 215, Thou-
sand Lights with 155,
Mylapore with 120 and
Perambur with 110. Villi-
vakkam recorded 57 ap-
plications, while Velach-
ery received 56, placing
them among the constitu-
encies with relatively low
numbers.

Velammal Vldyalaya, Ayanavaram, hosted an exciting basketball show by Dunking
Devils. The talented performers amazed students with spectacular slam dunks,
thrilling aerial stunts and extraordinary basketball skills.
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AVAILABLE in No 2047, 2 St,,
EWS Vasantha Colony, WestAnna
Nagar for conducting ceremonies
(Srardhams) & small functions. Ca-
tering & other arrangements also
undertaken, Brahmins only. Ra-
madurai Sastrigal, 9962443943
126183898.
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B. Ebenezer, a Rajyapuraskar Scout, received
the Naalaiya Kalam Award 2026 in the Leader-
ship & Social Responsibility category from the
Dr. Abdul Kalam Trust for Educational & Green-
ery. The award was presented at Saathanaiyalaar
Virudhu Vizhaa on Oct 10 in Melmaruvathur,
Chengalpattu district. Ebenezer studied at PM
Shri Kendriya Vidyalaya HVF Avadi until Class 10
and later continued his studies at Vijayanta SSS,
where he served as Scout Secretary.

Golu was beautifully dlsplayed at VK|ds West as
part of the Navaratri celebrations.

Velammal Vldyalaya Annexure organised a two-day book fair on Oct. 9 and 10,
which received an enthusiastic response from students and parents.

Twin LPG cylinder explosions in
Mogappair trigger concern

By N Rathi Chithra

HE explosion of two

LPG cylinders follow-

ing a fire at a house in

Mogappair West this

past Sunday has re-
newed concerns over domestic
gas safety, with residents call-
ing for regular awareness pro-
grammes and safety demon-
strations by LPG agencies to
prevent accidents.

According to police sourc-
es, the fire broke out at the
house of Geetha (40), who
lives in a hut in Mogappair
West with her son and daugh-
ter and runs a flower business
for a living.

The incident occurred when
Geetha's daughter was alone
at home and asleep. She woke
up to find thick smoke filling
the house and rushed outside
to alert neighbours. Within
minutes, the fire spread rap-
idly, engulfing the house and
triggering explosions of two
LPG cylinders kept inside.

The loud blasts sent resi-
dents in the neighbourhood
rushing out of their homes in
panic, fearing that the fire
could spread to nearby houses.

Fire and Rescue Services
personnel from the Ambattur

Industrial Estate and J.J. Nagar
stations rushed to the scene
and brought the blaze under
control.

The incident comes months
after a similar explosion at
Menambedu in Ambattur in
May. In that case, an explo-
sion occurred in a room at a
residential building used by a
caterer to store food supplies
and commercial LPG cylin-
ders.

The two incidents have
prompted residents to stress
the need for greater awareness
of LPG safety, particularly in
densely populated neighbour-
hoods where a fire or explo-
sion can put neighbouring
households at risk. Residents
have called on gas agencies to
conduct periodic demonstra-
tions in residential areas,
showing consumers how to

check cylinder connections,
identify damaged pipes and
faulty regulators, and safely
operate domestic LPG instal-
lations.

They pointed out that
household members some-
times forget to switch off the
gas stove knob or the regulator
attached to the cylinder after
cooking. "Such lapses, along
with faulty connections or
unnoticed leaks, can create
dangerous situations if gas
accumulates in an enclosed
space," pointed out Kamesh-
wari, a resident of Mogappair
neighbourhood.

Residents said regular dem-
onstrations could help house-
holds understand the impor-
tance of checking connections,
ensuring adequate ventilation
and recognising the warning
signs of a gas leak.

]
. ‘
Kinder Garten children of Velammal Academy Nolambur celebrated Navaratri with devotion by perform-
ing pooja. They delighted everyone with their beautiful traditional dance performances, making the
celebration joyful.
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2 Bedrooms, Hall, Kitchen,

Ground Floor,

Independent house,
120 Sq.ft.,
Semi furnished, attached
baths, geyser, electrical
fittings. Rent Rs. 25,000.
Vegetarians only.
No Brokers.

98415 77854
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97516 22869

AYAPAKKAM
INDIVIDUAL HOUSE
FOR RESALE
“ 640 SQFT, G.FLR-1 BHK,
15TFLR, 1 ROOM, W.F,
Rs. 70L
540 SQFT, G.FLR, N.W.
AYANAMBAKKAM | | GORNER HOUSE . 501
NEAR VELAMMAL SCHOOL 430 SOFT, G+1,
840 SQ.FT. RS. 55L, 70L
Per Sq.ft. Rs. 7200 (Nego) 430 SQFT, G+2,
CMDA APPROVED RS. 70L

99401 77426

PLOT FOR SALE

NOLAMBUR

SRIRAM NAGAR
(30 FEET ROAD)

2100 SQFT

SOUTH FACING
RS.14,000 PER SQ.FT

CMDA APPROVED

Mogappair area due to the discon-
tinuation or diversion of regular
S51 bus services along the previ-
ously existing route (Mogappair
East - Corporation School - Vi-
jayabank - Mogappair West).

Due to road repair works, buses
were diverted from their usual
route three months back, causing
considerable inconvenience to the
general public, including students,
office-goers, senior citizens, and
other daily commuters.

sume along the previously existing
route, maintain regular bus timings
and adequate frequency for the
convenience of the public.

Restoration of the original S51
bus route will greatly benefit the
residents and commuters who de-
pend on public transport for their
daily needs. Hope necessary action
will be taken in the interest of the
general public.

Regular commuter
Mogappair

Praggnanandhaa no doubt is one of the best in 2026

By R Srinivasa Raghavan

AMESHBABU

Praggnanandhaa

can be termed as

one of the best

chess players in
2026. He started the year
on a rough note, struggling
in the Tata Steel Masters,
finishing 11th. He had a
disappointing Candidates
finishing seventh with
6/14. He has been having
a tough time for the last six
months. In Oslo, he turned
it around magically, defeat-
ing world's best player
Magnus Carlsen twice.
Posting four straight wins
in his last four games
earned him the Norway

Chess title.

Winning the Norway
Chess crown bolstered his
confidence immensely.
Struggles were the thing of
the past as he got better re-
sults. Javokhir Sindarov's
53-game unbeaten streak
came to an end in Bucha-
rest, when Pragg defeated
him in the first leg of the
Grand Chess Tour. He fol-
lowed it by winning an in-
dividual gold on top board
for Chess Gurukul in World
Rapid Team Chess Cham-
pionship in Hong Kong.
His team finished fifth. He
is a product of the Velam-
mal School in Mogappair.

Pragg's attitude of play-

ing every game for a win
has worked wonders for
him. He is winning a lot of
games, which is the key for
winning tournaments. The
Grand Chess Tour was one
of the big events apart from
Candidates. He went to
USA with the aim of mak-
ing the Final Four of the
Grand Chess Tour, having
one rapid and one classical
tournament.

The fourth leg of the
Tour went like a dream. He
won the St Louis Rapid
and Blitz title, topping the
rapid section with 12
points. In the blitz section,
he performed sufficiently
to win the title with 23.5

points, 1.5 points higher
than the rest of the field.
The title got him in con-
tention for the Tour's Final
spot. In the Sinquefield
Cup in St Louis, he had an
inspired show, tying for
first place with Wesley So.
However, he lost the ensu-
ing playoff to So in an
Armageddon game. Top-
ping the GCT standings, he

qualified for the Final Four
with So, Fabiano Caruana
and Vincent Keymer.
Pragg triumphed in the
Grand Chess Tour Finals,
overcoming Fabiano Ca-
ruana in a tight final (15-
13) for his maiden Tour
title. It was his best achieve-
ment so far. In the semifi-
nals, Pragg convincingly
won against Keymer 19-9,
while Caruana overcame
So 18-12. Importantly,
Pragg's victory earned him
a berth for the 2027 Tour.
Defending champions
India went to the Chess
Olympiad with high hopes.
They justified it by winning
silver with 18 match points.

Remaining undefeated, the
former Velammal student
Pragg performed well on
the top board (6.5/10) and
won an individual bronze.
India played well as a team.
World champion D Guke-
sh regained form with an
inspired show on the fourth
board (8.5/11), which
earned him an individual
silver. Uzbekistan won the
gold with 20 match points.
Germany came third with
18 points.

Pragg became the No.1
ranked Indian player with
arating of 2763 (7th in the
world).

(Contributed by a senior
sports correspondent)
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