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Monish Vijay B. of
Velammal Vidya-
laya Annexure,
earned the Arena
FIDE Master (AFM)
title in chess. He
also secured the
Arena Candidate
Master (ACM) title
this year.
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Iron grill installed along Mogappair canal
after residents flag safety hazard

By N Ratni Chithra

ESIDENTS of Kavi-

mani Street in Mogap-

pair can now breathe

easier after an iron grill

was installed along a
vulnerable stretch of the Mogap-
pair canal, months after con-
cerns were raised over the risk
posed by a broken portion of the
canal's retention wall.

The damaged stretch, located
just ahead of Kavimani Salai
near Kavimani Street, had ear-
lier left an exposed edge between
the road and the stagnant, gar-
bage-filled canal. The spot was
particularly risky for two-wheel-
er riders negotiating the bend,
with no protective barricade or

warning structure in place.

Mogappair Mail had in a
report last year reported on this
issue. At that time residents had
pointed out that a vehicle veer-
ing slightly off the road could
plunge into the canal. The dan-
ger was considered greater at
night, when visibility was poor,
and during rain, when the road
could become slippery and the
edge of the canal difficult to
notice.

The issue was highlighted
after the retention wall at the
roadside was found damaged,
prompting residents to seek im-
mediate protective measures.
Now an iron grill has now been
erected along the open edge of

the canal, creating a physical
barrier between the road and the
drain. The grill, though basic,
has been welcomed by residents
as an important safety interven-
tion. "Earlier, there was nothing
between the road and the canal
at this point. A rider taking the
turn could easily lose control
and fall into the drain. The grill
gives us some sense of security,"
said a resident of the locality
adding the grill was installed
some weeks ago.

The stretch, however, contin-
ues to have other civic concerns.
The canal remains stagnant and
contains considerable quantities
of floating and accumulated
waste. Garbage and debris can

also be seen along the edges of
the drain and the roadside.

Residents said the installation
of the grill had addressed their
immediate safety concern, but
urged the authorities not to stop
with the protective barrier. They
wanted the canal to be cleaned
regularly and the damaged por-
tions of its retaining structure to
be properly repaired.

They also called for better
maintenance of the roadside,
particularly the portion adjoin-
ing the canal, where loose soil,
litter and overgrown vegetation
had accumulated.

Residents now hope that the
remaining civic issues along the
canal will receive similar atten-
tion, particularly before the
monsoon, when stagnant water,
slippery surfaces and poor visi-
bility could again increase the
risks.

NHAI sets 10-min
response time for
ambulances

STATE-owned NHALI has set a
10-minute deadline for ambu-
lances deployed on national
highways to reach any accident
site within a 10-km vicinity, to cut
delays in emergency response. It
said failure to meet the timeline
could attract a penalty of Rs
10,000 per incident.

The National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI), in its
policy guidelines, further said
ambulances should bring accident
victims to the nearest hospital
within 1 hour from the time of
ticket acceptance, failing which
will attract a penalty of Rs 10,000.

With an aim to strengthen the
incident management system
through the use of the NHAI care
system, the agency has come out
with the new norms to effectively
manage the dispatch of on-road
units, including ambulances,
cranes and patrolling vehicles.

The NHAI said, “Based on the
location of an incident, the ambu-
lance should not take more than
10 minutes to cover any accident
within a 10-km vicinity.”

“For locations beyond 10 km,
allowed time shall be proportion-
ally increased. The same shall be
verified through GPS data/IMS
care dashboard,” it added.

Property tax revision

A fiesta of patriotism, creativity and joy!

put on hold

HE city corpora-
tion has put on
hold, with imme-
diate effect, its
property tax reas-
sessment exercise follow-
ing several petitions in
recent days seeking its
withdrawal.

In a statement on
Thursday, the corpora-
tion said property tax
would revert to the
amount prevailing before
the revision. For assess-
ees who have already
paid the revised demand,
the amount will be ad-
justed against subsequent
half-years as advance tax,
it added.

The civic body, with-

out increasing property
tax rates, had undertaken
areassessment of proper-
ties it considered under-
assessed, issuing 3.49
lakh notices with revised
demands.

The 28,382 assessees
had already accepted the
reassessment. The civic
body had collected an
additional Rs 11.10 crore
through the exercise as
of Thursday.

The Chennai corpora-
tion had undertaken the
exercise amid a fund
crunch, hoping to
increase tax collection by
correcting demands
for under-assessed prop-
erties.

UROKIDS Pre-

School, Mogappair

West and Madura-

voyal hosted a vi-

brant Indepen-
dence Day Fiesta 2026, on
August 8th, bringing to-
gether young participants
for a day filled with patrio-
tism, creativity and joyful
learning.

The event witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from children aged 2 to 8
years from their schools,
as well as various other
schools and preschools
too. The young partici-
pants showcased their
talent through fancy dress,
T-shirt painting, salad art,
colouring, national sym-
bols, patriotic singing,
puzzle solving, dance,

storytelling, model mak-
ing and picture puzzles.
Their creativity, confi-
dence and enthusiasm
made the celebrations
truly special.

The prize winners were
announced and felicitated,
while all participating
children were given cer-

tificates acknowledging
their active involvement.
The lucky draw winners
will be announced later.

With vibrant perfor-
mances, creative entries
and cheerful young faces,
the fiesta was a grand suc-
cess.

Admissions are now

open at EuroKids Mogap-
pair West and EuroKids
Maduravoyal with a spe-
cial Independence Day
Offer!
For admissions and
Sfurther details, contact:
Mogappair West — +91
90030 20410 | Madura-
voyal — +91 91502 71411.
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Anna Nagar Roundtana clock tower falls silent

By N Rathi Chithra
he clock tower at
Anna Nagar
Roundtana, one of
the prominent
landmarks at one
of the busiest junctions,
has stopped working, leav-
ing locals and motorists to
wonder when the land-
mark will tick again.

The clock, mounted on
a tall white tower in the
landscaped median at the
Roundtana, has long been
a familiar visual marker for
Anna Nagar. Its distinctive
four-sided clock face and
heritage-style design have
made it an easily recogni-
sable feature for people
travelling through the junc-
tion.

However, the clock
hands are currently stuck,
rendering the timepiece
non-functional. The pho-
tograph taken at the junc-
tion shows the clock dis-
playing a fixed time, even
as traffic moves past the
Roundtana.

The defunct clock has
drawn the attention of lo-
cals who feel that a promi-

nent civic landmark should
be maintained properly.
They said the clock tower
is not merely a decorative
structure but also forms
part of the visual identity
of Anna Nagar and de-
serves regular upkeep.
The Anna Nagar
Roundtana is located at a
major traffic intersection
and witnesses movement
of vehicles throughout the
day. The landscaped cen-
tral median around the
clock tower adds to the
appearance of the junction
and is maintained as an
important public space.
Residents said civic au-
thorities should inspect the
clock mechanism, identify
the reason for the malfunc-
tion and restore it at the

earliest. They also sug-
gested that periodic main-
tenance be undertaken so
that the clock does not re-
main non-functional for
long periods.

"Anna Nagar is one of
Chennai's best-known
planned neighbourhoods.
Therefore paying attention
to such landmarks is im-
portant in preserving the
character of the locality.

the traffic signals, street-
lights, commercial estab-
lishments and landscaped
greenery surrounding the
Roundtana. Its non-func-
tioning clock is therefore
particularly noticeable to
commuters passing
through the junction.

Residents have urged
the Greater Chennai Cor-
poration or the agency re-
sponsible for maintaining
the structure to take up the
repair without delay and
ensure that the clock is
once again set to the cor-
rect time.

For now, the landmark
continues to stand tall at
the Anna Nagar Round-
tana — but its hands re-
main frozen.

Public infrastructure in
prominent locations
should not be allowed to
deteriorate simply because
it is ornamental or not di-
rectly linked to essential
civic services," said a local
historian.

The clock tower also
stands prominently amid

GCP launches special cell
to stop bribery

HE Greater Chen-
nai Police (GCP)
have launched a
new 'Anti-Cor-
ruption Special
Cell' to ensure transpar-
ency and prevent bribery
within the department.
In a release, GCP
Commissioner A Amal-
raj said that while the
majority of police person-
nel, from constables to
senior officers, perform
their duties honestly, the
actions of a few others
bring disrepute to the
entire department. To
prevent such incidents
and establish public trust,
a special unit has been
formed. Members of the

public can report to this
cell if police personnel
demand bribes.

Citizens can contact
the Anti-Corruption Spe-
cial Cell at 78717-23000.
Complaints can be made
either through a direct
call or via WhatsApp.
The identity of the com-
plainant will be kept
strictly confidential, it
said. "All the information
received will be thor-
oughly investigated and
immediate action will be
taken against those found
guilty,"it added.

The commissioner
also appealed to the pub-
lic not to offer bribes to
police personnel.

Rensil Judah David, of
Velammal Vidyalaya
Annexure, Melayanambak-
kam secured the 1st Place
in the Under-7 Category in
Silambam (Single Stick) in
the All India Level Tourna-
ment, held at Montfort
Higher Secondary School,
Chennai.

As part of its World
Breastfeeding Week obser-
vance, MGM Healthcare
brought together over 100
young mothers along with
paediatric and neonatal
experts at its premises to
raise awareness about the
importance of breastfeed-
ing.

Veteran actor and poli-
tician Radhika Sarathku-
mar along with Dr. Urjitha
Rajagopalan, Managing
Director, MGM Health-
care presided over the
event in the presence of
Dr. Chandra Kumar, Se-
nior Consultant & HOD
Paediatrics and Neonatol-
ogy, Dr. Deepa Easow,
Senior Consultant, Paedi-
atrics & Neonatology, Dr.
Pilli Govardhan, Senior
Consultant, Neonatology,
MGM Healthcare.

World Breastfeeding
Week has been observed
annually between August
1 to 7 across the globe to
create awareness among
the public about the im-
portance of breastfeeding
for infants. This year's
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Radhika joins MGM Healthcare in
celebrating world breastfeeding week

theme was 'Breastfeeding
for a Sustainable Start in
Life: Strengthen That
Works', focusing on track-
ing progress, evaluating
impact, and scaling proven
approaches that improve
breastfeeding outcomes.

Inline with the theme,
the hospital management
has been organising a se-
ries of engaging and edu-
cational activities includ-
ing poster competition,
rangoli competition, reels
competition for lactating
mothers, and a well-baby
contest based on exclusive
breastfeeding practises
over the week.

As a conclusion to the
observance, an interactive
session was organised
with experts from Obstet-
rics and Gynaecology,
Neonatology, and lacta-
tion consultants, creating
an opportunity for lactat-
ing mothers to debunk
myths and address their
concerns.

The week-long celebra-
tion was aimed at educat-
ing and empowering

young mothers on the
significance of exclusive
breastfeeding in ensuring
optimal growth, immuni-
ty, and overall health of
infants. The Paediatric
and Neonatology depart-
ment and the Obstetrics
and Gynaecology depart-
ment actively participated
in the programme under
their 'Varam' initiative.

Speaking at the event
Dr. Urjitha Rajagopalan
said, “Breastfeeding is a
critical component of ma-
ternal and child health,
but its success depends not
only on a mother's intent,
but also on the environ-
ment in which she is sup-
ported".

In his comments, Dr.
Chandra Kumar stated
“Breastfeeding is the ideal
source of nutrition for ev-
ery newborn baby. It is
vital to ensure exclusive
breastfeeding for the first
six months because it lays
the foundation for lifelong
health, stronger immunity,
and optimal develop-
ment".
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Scholarship account mela helps

By Our Correspondent

A Post Office Savings Bank
(POSB) and India Post Pay-
ments Bank (IPPB) scholar-
ship account opening mela
was held at PMR School in
Mogappair East this past
week, helping eligible students
open bank accounts required
for the seamless credit of gov-
ernment scholarships and
other Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) benefits.

The mela was among the
scholarship account-opening
initiatives conducted under the
Tambaram Postal Division to
facilitate students who are eli-
gible for government financial
assistance. The initiative is
aimed at ensuring that scholar-
ship amounts and other bene-

HIGHWAY NAGAR fits reach beneficiaries directly

3000, 6000 SQFT through their bank accounts

CMDA APPD LAND without unnecessary delays or
SALE GATED procedural hurdles.

Students and their parents
were able to make use of the
facility at the school itself,
making the account-opening
process more accessible. The
camp also helped students
understand the importance of
maintaining an account that
can receive government pay-
ments directly.

Officials said such account-

opening melas are particularly
useful for students who may
not have an existing bank ac-
count or who face difficulties
in completing the account-
opening process indepen-
dently. By bringing the service
closer to educational institu-
tions, the postal department
can reach a larger number of
eligible beneficiaries.

The POSB and IPPB facili-
ties provide students with ac-
cess to banking services
through the postal network.
The initiative also comple-
ments the government's DBT
mechanism, under which
scholarships and welfare ben-
efits are transferred directly to
eligible beneficiaries, reducing
dependence on intermediaries.

The Mogappair East mela
comes at a time when students

students access government beneflts

are preparing in the new aca-
demic year and applying for
various government scholar-
ships and educational assis-
tance schemes. Ensuring that
their bank accounts are ready
and properly linked for receiv-
ing benefits can help prevent
delays in the disbursement of
scholarship amounts.

A similar POSB/IPPB
scholarship account opening
mela was also conducted at
Government Higher Second-
ary School (GHSS), Puzhal,
under the Tambaram Divi-
sion. The Postal Department's
outreach through educational
institutions is expected to
benefit students from eco-
nomically weaker sections
who depend on government
scholarships to meet part of
their educational expenses.
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Velammal Vidyalaya, Mogappair West kindergarten  poomsae, under-29 kg weight
students celebrated Independence Day with great
patriotic fervour and enthusiasm.

Joshita Shree, of Velammal
Vidyalaya Annexure, won
three gold medals at the

Thiruvallur District Taekwon-

do Championship. She
emerged winner in the group

category and pair poomsae
(Cadet girls) competitions.
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Pragnanandhaa wins St. Louis Rapid and
Blitz titles for the first time

R Srinivasa Raghavan

R Pragnanandhaa, an alumnus of
Velammal School won the St Louis Rapid
and Blitz title for the first time. Pragg won
both rapid and blitz titles with 23.5 points.
Pragg continued his momentum to score
an important victory. It was Pragg’s sec-
ond tournament victory. Candidates win-
ner Javokhir Sindarov played well to finish
securing second with 22 points. Wesley So
performed well to finish third with 20.5
points.

He won with 1.5 points. It was also the
first title for Pragg in the GCT Tour. He
also became richer by $50,000. He took
13 points for his success. The top four
players will qualify for the final four.

Fabiano Caruana leads the GCT Stand-
ings with 25 points, followed by Pragg on
24 points. So occupies 23 points.

"When you see the score... everything

looks smooth, but it wasn't the case. It was
crazy. I mean, kudos to Javokhir, he kept
the fight to the end,” said Pragg on his
victory. After drawing the first game
against Vincent Keymer, Pragg suffered a
shocking defeat against Awonder Liang,
After that he turned it around to race away
with the title.

Tanzid Hits Ton

Tanzid Hasan Tamim became the first
Bangladesh player to score a century vs
Aussies in Darwin on the second day. The
opener playing in his second Test scored
101 from 197 balls. Australia have lost only
one Test to Bangladesh at Mirpur in 2017.
Starc Highest

Mitchell Starc became the highest wicket
taking left-handed bowler. Starc took the
434th wicket of Shadman Islam of Ban-
gladesh.

(The writer of this article is a senior sports correspondent)

Revaluation for supplementary exam already started

The Directorate of Government Ex-
aminations (DGE) has announced that
candidates who appeared for the June/
July Classes 12 and 11 arrear supplemen-
tary examinations and had applied for
copies of their answer sheets can down-
load the scanned copies online from Au-
gust 13. Candidates can visit www.dge.
tn.gov. in to download. They must enter
their registration number and date of birth
to download scanned copies of the answer

sheets for the applied subjects. Candidates
who wish to apply for revaluation or reto-
talling must visit the same DGE website
and download the prescribed application
form.

The completed application should be
prepared in two copies and submitted
between 11 am and 5 pm on August 17.
Candidates requiring clarification can
contact the Directorate through
9498383075 or 9498383076.

August 16 - 22, 2026
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of Freedom

Join us for Independence Day
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Creating Lives

(A unit of Sri Lalithambigai Medical College & Hospital)
Adayalampattu, Maduravoyal, Chennai, Tamil Nadu - 600 095.

* Experienced Medical
Professionals

state-of-the-Art
* High Success Rates

OUR
VICES

LALITHAMBIGAI

FERTILITY CENTRE *

* Personalized Patient Care

« Affordable Treatment

Packages

o lUl « IVF « ICSI
* Fertility Counselling ® Laparoscopy

* Hysteroscopy e Fertility Preservation
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