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VELAMMAL BAGS
SILVER AT ASIAN TRACK
CHAMPIONSHIPS

In a proud moment for Tamil
Nadu and Indian cycling,
Velammal Matriculation
Higher Secondary School
student Jai Jyotshna clinched
a silver medal in the Wom-
en's Junior Team Sprint at
the Asian Track Champion-
ships in the Philippines.
Teaming up with Thabitha,
Jai Jyotshna put up a stellar
show against tough interna-
tional rivals, showcasing grit
and speed on the track. Her
success comes with backing
from the Sports Develop-
ment Authority of Tamil
Nadu (SDAT) through its elite

.-‘ training programs.

(&) THE LEO ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE

CHSE AfMEatlon Mwmber (1931386 | Anna nagar West Extn, | Chennal-600001

OTHERS & v/s OUR SCHOOL =%
STEM Activity ¥ 6000/ course
Robotic Lab < 6000/ course
Archery ¥ 13000/ course
Rifle Shooting 113000/ course
Cricket 1 8000/ course
Yoga 17000/ course

at THE LEO ACADEMY OF EXCELLENCE

All of this at Free of Cost
Best Campus + Good Grades + Practical Skills

F-*' .

NURSERY to GRADE 12
Schedule a Campus Visit!

@ 7305 666 486 / 7305 666 487
@ www.leocbse.com pro@leocbse.com
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Small
Footprint,

Impression

Construction
Cost siarts from

+2200/-"

POCKET ﬁl & |

flH O M E
Callus at 89390 04855

TO EXPLORE THE WORLD OF POCEET HOME AND
UHLOCK THE POTENTIAL OF SMALL PLOT LIVING
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34, Mogappair Road, Padi
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NUera Green Solutions PVT Ltd
/ Turning Sunlight into Savings

3 KW Solar Systems

UPT0< 18, 000/—

GOVT. SUBSIDY
AVAILABLE

5 KW Solar Systems
now £ 1,99,999/- 22,20,6007- now % 3,20,000/- =3,50,6007-

GAS STOVE, MIXIE,
GRINDER, COOKER,
MIXER JAR SERVICE

4/746, 2ND FLOOR, BUS STAND MAIN ROAD, MOGAPPAIR WEST,
CHENNAI-37 (00TY VEGETABLES UPSTAIRS)

SEND YOUR ENQUIRY TO
© 90438 84020
(. 63801 12514

MURUGAN
VESSELS

ALUMINIUM VARPPU ALUMINIUM

| 1k63220 | 1k6170 | 16 260 | 1k6 2950

TAMIL PAPER  ENGLISH PAPER

Owp VESSELS

EXCHANGE

STEEL COPPER

BRASS IRON

NO CASH EXCHANGE ONLY
4/747, BUS STAND MAIN ROAD, MOGAPPAIR WEST, CHENNAI-37

9094087774/74 01 66 22 88
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Residents race against FT=™
time as property tax

deadline nears

By N Rathi Chithra

cross-section of res-
idents of Mogappair
and Anna Nagar is
rushing to meet the
March 31 deadline

as the Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC) steps
up its property tax collec-
tion drive, urging citizens to
pay their half-yearly dues
and avoid penalties.

With only two days left,
awareness campaigns and
reminders appear to have
had a visible impact in these
neighbourhoods, where
many residents say they are
either completing payments
or planning to do so shortly.

"T paid my property tax
online last week after seeing
repeated reminders," said R.
Kumaresh, a resident of
Mogappair East. "The pro-
cess has become much sim-
pler now.

But at the same time, we
expect better upkeep of
roads and stormwater
drains, especially during the
monsoon."

In nearby Mogappair
West, Latha Krishnan said
the Corporation's messag-
ing helped her act in time.
"The warning about penal-
ties made me prioritise it.
Still, T think the GCC

senior citizens who may
miss social media updates,"
she noted.

In Anna Nagar too, resi-
dents echoed similar senti-
ments, balancing apprecia-
tion for easier payment
options with expectations
of improved civic services.
"I prefer going to the e-Seva
centre to pay my tax. It's
reliable, though it gets
crowded as the deadline ap-
proaches," said Rajendra-
nath, a resident of Anna
Nagar West.

Divya Narain, a working
professional in Anna Nagar,
highlighted the convenience
of digital methods. "The
QR code and online pay-
ment options are very help-
ful. But sometimes the web-
site slows down during peak
hours.

I hope the system holds
up in these last few days,"
she said.

GCC officials said a
range of payment options
have been enabled to make
the process hassle-free.
Property owners can pay
their taxes online through
the official Corporation
website, via WhatsApp, at
public e-Seva centres, by
visiting zonal offices, or by
scanning QR codes issued
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reiterated the importance of
timely payments. "Property
tax is a major source of
revenue for the Corpora-
tion.

It directly supports es-
sential services such as road
maintenance, waste man-
agement, and public health
infrastructure. We urge
residents to pay early and
avoid last-minute delays,"
the official said.

The Corporation has also
intensified its outreach
through social media cam-
paigns and public notices,
particularly targeting high-
density residential areas like

levels have generally been
strong in recent years.

Civic observers note that
while digital adoption has
improved significantly, last-
minute rush and server
slowdowns remain recur-
ring challenges. They sug-
gest that staggered remind-
ers and system upgrades
could ease the burden dur-
ing peak periods.

With the March 31 dead-
line fast approaching, GCC
has made it clear that penal-
ties will be imposed on un-
paid property taxes. For
residents of Mogappair,
Anna Nagar and across the

should send personalised
SMS alerts, particularly for

by the civic body.
A senior revenue official

Mogappair and Anna
Nagar, where compliance

city, the message is clear: act
now to stay penalty-free.

Rukminidevi Natyakshetra
Foundation's art festival

This April, in Mogap-
pair, North Chennai, Ruk-
mini Devi Natya Kshetra
Foundation will mark the
close of its academic year
with a thoughtfully shaped
month of dance, music, and
visual art—guided by pa-
tience, discipline, and atten-
tive learning.

Founded by Shri Prem-
nath, RNF follows a Kalak-
shetra-inspired philosophy
where art is not rushed into
performance. Here, learn-
ing is allowed to gather
through time and repeti-
tion, enabling young artists
to grow with clarity, re-
straint, and cultural ground-
ing. A start will be made on
April 4 with Kalai Kondat-
tam, as students in their
second to fourth years step

into dance and music with-
in the serene spaces of
Kalakshetra Foundation.

The days that follow will
turn inward with Chitra
Kala Sammelana—an exhi-
bition of over fifty works
where familiar landscapes
of Mogappair are re-seen
through patient observation
and imagination.

April will find its centre
with the 22nd edition of
Kala Sampada. The first
evening will present Panch-
abhasha Sangeetham,
weaving compositions
across five languages into a
single musical offering. The
next day will bring the
dance drama Shri Devi
Kanyakumari Charitram—
an original RNF produc-
tion first premiered in 2016

and later staged at the
Krishna Gana Sabha.
Through lyrical choreogra-
phy, resonant music, and
refined abhinaya, the work
traces a journey from in-
nocence to awakening—
strength shaped by compas-
sion, harmony emerging
over conflict. To attend is
not simply to applaud
young artistes, but to stand
beside them—to affirm that
art grows strongest when a
community gathers as wit-
nesses, neighbours, elders,
and believers.

This has been Mr. Prem-
nath's guiding vision from
the beginning: that art
could become a meeting
place, that it could bring
people together—not for
prestige, but for purpose.

For details contact 156,
Chendur Bhavan, Sriniva-
san Street Golden George
Nagar, Ch — 37. Ph: 98401
87553, 79047 57453

Ambattur Estate sewage
dumping fouls canals

UNTREATED sewage is being ille-
gally discharged into the Mogappair Eri
Scheme canals daily, causing a severe
stench and health concerns for local
residents. According to Chennai Me-

trowater and Sewage Board (CMWSSB)
employees, the contamination origi-
nates from the Ambattur Industrial
Estate. Field reports indicate that un-
treated waste is systematically dumped
into the canal network ev-
ery morning, typically
starting after 8:00 AM.
Residents of the Eri
Scheme housing area have
noted that the foul odor
becomes unbearable dur-
ing the forenoon hours,
coinciding with the dis-
charge schedule. While
Metro Water staff have
identified the industrial
estate as the source, the
consistent mixing of raw
sewage continues to de-
grade the local waterway
and increase the risk of
diseases.
Kiruba Shankar
Eri Scheme

Untreated waste is systematically dumped into the canal
after 8 a.m. every day
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*Samudrika Pattu - evolving with every generation,

vat timeless at its core. .. With pure mulbarry silk, authentic

silver zari, and handwoven Kanchipuram artistry...

The saree of unmatched elegance, the saree for every

auspicious moment... " ®

Mo We-dl:lirlg is Truly Complete Without Samudrika Pattu! [ P n T H v s

Chennai (Pothys Traditional | Boutigue | Hyper | Chromepet | Padi) « Srivilliputtur « Tirunelveli .
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Junked bikes, waste worry residents

By Our Correspondent

stretch at the turn-

ing of Maraima-

lai Adigalar Salai,

near Valayapathi

Salai, in Mogap-
pair East has become a
spot for junking two-
wheelers and throwing
garbage, raising concerns
among residents about
safety, hygiene and en-
croachment on public
space.

At the turning off the
road, at least half a dozen
old motorcycles and scoot-
ers can be seen parked
haphazardly along a com-
pound wall. Many of the
vehicles appear unused for
months, covered in dust,
with flat tyres and missing
or damaged parts. The
space around them has
also accumulated litter,
including plastic waste,
paper and dry leaves, fur-
ther adding to the neglect.

Residents say the issue
has persisted for several
months, with little inter-
vention from civic au-
thorities. "These vehicles

-..!-a', B

have clearly been aban-
doned. They are not just
taking up space but also
attracting garbage dump-
ing. It gives the entire
stretch an unkempt look,”
said Prakash, a resident of
Mogappair East.

The affected stretch is
used regularly by pedestri-
ans and motorists access-
ing interior residential
lanes. Locals point out that
the presence of unused
vehicles reduces road
space and visibility, espe-
cially near the turning,
posing a potential safety
hazard.

“During evenings,
when traffic increases, this

corner becomes risky. The
parked bikes narrow the
road and make it difficult
for vehicles to pass
smoothly,” said Kavitha,
another resident. “It is
worse for pedestrians, who
are forced to walk closer to
the road.”

Apart from safety con-
cerns, residents have
flagged hygiene issues. The
accumulation of garbage
around the vehicles has
raised fears of mosquito
breeding and rodent activ-
ity. “We are already wor-
ried about dengue during
certain seasons. Such spots
only make things worse,”
a local shopkeeper noted.

AYANAMBAKKAM ¥ ¥111l:%

The compound wall
along the stretch is also
plastered with posters, and
a small roadside structure
nearby appears unused,
contributing to the overall
sense of neglect. Residents
say that without regular
monitoring, such spots tend
to become informal dump-
ing zones.

Civic activists stress that
abandoned vehicles on
public roads should be

9

identified and removed
promptly. "The Corpora-
tion and traffic police need
to coordinate to clear such
vehicles. There should also
be stricter enforcement to
prevent people from leaving
vehicles indefinitely on
public roads," said a local
civic volunteer.

Residents are urging the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion to take immediate ac-
tion by clearing the aban-

doned vehicles, removing
the accumulated garbage
and restoring the stretch to
a usable condition. They
also suggest installing sig-
nage or conducting peri-
odic inspections to prevent
recurrence.

"We pay our taxes and
expect basic upkeep. This is
a small issue, but it reflects
the larger need for regular
maintenance," a resident
added.

ad
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PROGRAMMES
SAMPADA

ALAPADMAM

Age Group: 12

RUKMINIDEVI

PART-TIME CURRICULUM

Intensive Training Pregramme (Long-term)
Age Group: / - || years

Blooming Training Programme [Short-term)

14 veors

8 A

Admassion 2026 - ‘27

The Art Education at Rukminidevi Natvakshetra Foundation
follows a siructured curriculum methodology

LAST DATE TO EHROLL: 3IS5T MARCH 2026

OFFICE TIMINGS: Mon-Sat: 5.00 PM - 200 PM | Sun: T0U0F AR - 12,00 P8

88401 87553 | 78047 57453
158, Chands Bhavaa, Seinivasan Sireel Golden Goege Nagar. Ch - 600037

REGULAR PRACTICE IN

¢ SWIMMING

HELPS LIFE TIME HEALTY SECURITY

Our Learn to swim program is open to all age groups
(Male & Female) throughout the year
Classes Professionally Conducted by EMINENT COACHES

TIMINGS: MORNING: 6to TAM& Tto 8AM | 8109 AM & 910 10 AM | 10to 11 AM & 11 o 12 PM
EVENING: 3to 4PM | 4to 5PM | 510 6 PM

Ph: 94449 06878 / 94449 55878 / 044-2653 4211 /79027 08095 / 93450 04088

4

"Learn and practice swimming at young age
and lead a healthy life for ever”

SUMMER GAMP
SDAT DOLPHIN SWIMMING ACADEMY

State Sports Complex, Block 8, Mogappair West, Chennai - 37.

LEARN TO SWIM & MEMBERSHIP

(15 DAYS EXPERT COACHING IN SWIMMING AT OUR
ISO 9001 - 2008 CERTIFIED INTERNATIONAL STANDARD SWIMMING POOL)

(15‘ Batch
2" Batch
3¢ Batch
4" Batch
5% Batch
6" Batch

\7‘h Batch

24" March to 9" April |
10" April to 26 April
28" April to 14" May
15" May to 31 May
2" June to 18" June
19" June to 5% July
70 July to 23 July )

NATYAKSHETRA FOUNDATION

BHARATHAMATYAM
CARMATIC VOCAL
VEENA

VIOLIM

FLUTE
SARIDH ARG AM
MIMTING ARTS

VELAMMAL

wmzz=s: |IT /[ NEET ACADEMY

ADMISSIONS OPEN

NEETCRASH
COURSE

A SHORT-TERM COURSE FOR NEET ASPIRANTS

* Timing: 9.00 am to 5.00 pm |

* 300 Constructively Planned Classes \

Every day

* 7 Hours of Extensive Teaching

« 12 NEET Grand Tests \

* 50 Model & Previous Year
NEET Papers Practice

Analysis

* 10 Micro and Macro Level

COURSE FEE

( INCLUSIVE OF GST + BOOKS )

340,500

40 DAYS

TO CRACK
NEET EXAM

@73583 90410

/ TRILOKR

=2026

1

I JII- .4

1 bl
it

99.98

JEE MAIN 2026
PERCENTILE

www.yvelammalnexus.com
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Firm’s Banquet Hall

A host for your party dream
AN INITIATIVE OF FIRM FOUNDATIONS & HOUSING PVT LTD.

YOUR SPECIAL DAY IN A ECIAL PLACE

= WEDDINGS

~ BETROTHALS
 RECEPTIONS

* BIRTHDAYS

* BABY SHOWERS | A
= COMPANY EVENTS | £

@ HUBH HBRE ............

.-
aiighf
e

SMALL GATHERINGS
(50-100 PEOPLE)

AND GET-TOGETHERS

CALL : +9144 2628 8595 | 95000 98595

Q-95, 3rd Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai - 600040.
mail@firmsbanquet.com | www.firmsbanquet.com
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EDUCATIONAL

GG 1L

TAMIL HOME TUITION

6 to 12 std

(ALL BOARDS)

ADMISSIONS OPEN

for XI’ XII CBSE
COMMERCE
STUDENTS
(Accountancy,

B.S & Economics)
Classes Starts from 23" March
Glass conducted by gold medalist

at Harreni’s
Academy of Commerce

98409 27670
93840 35933

CATERING SERVICE

o

Gami

b CorLE FTaia
STDTAT QI'® 2 e
ai® BGxpip auBID
3 Ganenar
OpBITaHBUI
2 aoTa)y
DVIE [
30805 [

D29 o044 4

J-

PV(G

DOORS/LOFT

GUPBOARD

MODULAR KITCHEN CABINET
WARDROBES POOJA UNIT

99403 42396

SITUATION VACANT

FEMALE

FOR FILING
INCOME TAX & GST
RETURNS
AGE : UPTO 46

NOLAMBUR/
ADURAVOYAL

94441 59888

*PHOTO SHOP DESIGNER
(TAMIL/ENGLISH) CORELDRAW

*0FFICE BOY
*TELECALLER-FEMALE
*RECEPTIONIST-FEMALE

@ AMBATTUR, ARUMBAKKAM
SALARY: 22K T0 40K

H‘t 86 46444
98400 31344

PART-TIME JOB

EARN MONTHLY
Rs. 20,000 T0 50,000

FROM HOME
CALL NOW FOR DETAILS

S bU40 4

J J

AMBATTUR ROTARY HOSPITAL
WANTED
SECURITY SERVICES
HOUSE KEEPING
PHARMACIST
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
RECEPTIONIST

98841 92334
Email Id: vdayabhanu.c@gmail.com

FEMALE STAFF
GOOD SALARY

INCENTIVE+COMMISSION
*EXPERIENCE/FRESH

QUALIFICATION:
10™ OR +2

97106 70000
97103 44489
__WANTED |

GOMPUTER OPERATOR
(FULL TIME) EXPERIENCE
IN EXCEL & WORD WITH
GOOD SPEED IN TYPING
KNOWLEDGE SALARY
BASED ON EXPERIENGE

ESTABLISHED PHARMA
GOMPANY BACKSIDE OF
APOLLO HOSPITAL
KIL AYANAMBAKKAM

98840 96304

B40 b
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AYANAMBAKKAM

Ay Gpyid = 9.30 AMto 8 PM 3 BHK FLAT,
UGH Gpyib = 5PMto 9 PM 2021 SQ.FT.,
@usieuj Cujs 2ND FLOOR, AS PER
1 510 6 VASTHU WITH LIFT.
VI -L ) Rs. 5999/- Negotiable.
LA ) £0 B By 83 L (5 G SAAA84010) 245 2]
E D4 B36
LAND SAL
RENTAL AYANAMBAKKAM

10/291 P

GROUND FLOOR & 15" FLOOR,
1 BHK, WELL FURNISHED
WITH SEPARATE EB,
RENT Rs. 9000/- EACH HOUSE,
SMALL FAMILIES PREFERED,
BEHIND RAMKUMAR MEDICAL

OPPOSITE TO 7H
BUS TERMINAL

NEAR VELAMMAL SCHOOL
840 SQ.FT.

Per Sq.ft. Rs. 7000 (Nego)
CMDA APPROVED

RESALE FLATS

KG SIGNATURE CITY

1296 SQFT, 2.5 BHK, 5™ FLR,
WEST FACING Rs. 77 L

1100 SQFT, 2 BHK,
7™ FLR, EAST FACING Rs. 73 L

COMM

ERCIE
DNGAPPAIR El

Al AYAPA ALA

PP =¥

2200 SQ.FT,, 157 & 2' FLOOR,
1500 SQ.FT., 3* FLOOR COMM.
SPACE FOR RENT. SUITABLE
FOR OFFICE / CLINIC / GYM /
HOSTEL. LIFT, 2 WHEELER PARK.

JOL4 132d
DO B2 IS4

NOOMBAL VANAGRAM
1200 SQFT, UDS 600 SQFT,
3 BHK, 1°" FLR, SOUTH
FACING, Rs. 73 L

98408 44848

AGARLE
M| AGA
BEHIND SERVICE
ROAD, 1300 SQFT,
G.FLR & 1°" FLR-2 BHK,
2'0 FLR-1 BHK,
E.F, 24 FT RD, CCP,
R.I-50K,
SALE Rs-1.99 CR

99401 77426

AN

Vi

AMBA

AMMAN

AYANAMBAKKAM|

OPP. BIRLA SCHOOL,
1240 SQFT PATTA
LAND WITH
DRAINAGE, S.F,
12 FT RD, Rs. 82L

AYAPAKKAM TNHB
1000 SQFT, LAND,
N.F, 24 FT RD,
Rs.851L

99401 77426

MOGAPAIR WEST
1974 SQFT,
UDS 812 SQFT,
3 BHK FLAT SALE,
LIFT, GCP WITH
ALL AMENITIES

JOTI
81229 50989

AYAPAKKKAM

VGN GROVE
CHDA APPROVED LAYOUT

2100 SQFT,

NORTH FAGING
PATTA LAND

99400 29996

Readers are recommended to make
appropriate enquiries before enter-
ing into dealings with advertisers who
advertise in this publication. The Edi-
tor and Publisher does not vouch any
claims made by advertisers and hence
shall not be held liable for any adverse
consequences. Ayanambakkam Times
is not responsible for any unsolicited
materials received at its office.

No refund if
cancellation
within 8 hrs
to departure

There will be no re-
fund for cancellation
of train tickets up to
eight hours before
departure, instead of
the existing norm of
four hours. The new
refund rule will take
effect between April 1
and 15 this year. Other
refund slabs have also
been revised: a cancel-
lation between 24 and
eight hours will incur

a 50% deduction from
the ticket cost. This is
currently 12 to four
hours. Cancellation be-
tween 72 and 24 hours
before departure will
cost 25%. A full refund
— except a flat cancel-
lation charge per pas-
senger — will be given
for cancellations made
more than 72 hours
before the train's de-
parture. Travel class up-
gradation will now be
allowed up to 30 min-
utes before departure
for passengers who
bought counter tickets,
and passengers will be
allowed to change their
boarding point 30 min-
utes before the train's
scheduled departure.

Former Velammal siblings among strong field in Gandidates Chess

By R Srinivasa Raghavan

Candidates is the most excit-
ing one among classical tourna-
ments. Once in two years, the
chess aficionados are glued to the
internet for 18 days, watching
pulsating games, brilliant finish-
es, unexpecting blunders, while
anticipating the winner of the big
event. Dommaraju Gukesh
brought joy to India in
2024, winning the
Candidates and going
on to become the sec-
ond Indian after
Viswanathan Anand
to become World
champion in Singa-
pore. Rameshbabu
Praggnanandhaa will
be eyeing the Candi-
dates title in the Open
section, when it be-
gins in Pegeia, Cyprus
on Sunday. Of course
it will be a big chal-
lenge for the Indian
owing to the depth of
the field, which has the likes of
Fabiano Caruana, Hikaru Naka-
mura and Anish Giri. The tour-
nament consists of eight players
competing in a 14-round double
round-robin tournament.

Wei Yi, Javokhir Sindarov,
Andrei Esipenko and Mathias
Bluebaum are the other players
in the tournament.

Vaishali

The former Velammal student
will be hoping to recreate his
2025 form (in the first half) in the
Candidates. He won the FIDE
Circuit in 2025, which earned
him a spot in the Candidates.
However, in the second half of
last year, his form was a concern,
losing early in the World Cup,
besides struggling in the Grand
Swiss. Praggnanand-
haa also lost a lot of
rating points because
of his loss in form.
Having a good tem-
perament, Pragg is ex-
pected to perform well,
brushing aside his dis-
appointing show in
Wijk aan Zee. If Prag-
gnanandhaa can finish
with a + 2 score in the
first half, he will be a
strong contender for
the title. Before the
Candidates, Gukesh
said it will be exciting
to face Pragg in a
World Championship Match.

Caruana, who is competing in
Candidates for the sixth straight
time, will start as favourite be-
cause of his sheer consistency in
classical chess. Heading into the
Candidates, he is in good form,
finishing second in the St Louis
Masters. He followed it up by
reaching the Champions Final in

WINNERS (Open)

2013: Magnus Carlsen (Nor)
2014: Viswanathan Anand (Ind)
2016: Sergei Karjakin (FID)

2018: Fabiano Caruana (USA)
2020/202I: lan Nepomniachtchi (FID)
2022: lan Nepomniachtchi (FID)
2024: Dommaraju Gukesh (Ind)

WINNERS (Women)
2019: Aleksandra Goryachkina (FID)
2022/2023: Lei Tingjie (Chn)
2024: Tan Zhongyi (Chn)

the American Cup, going down
to Wesley So (1.5-2.5). He bowed
out of the tournament, losing to
Levon Aronian (1.5-2.5) in the
Elimination Final. Chess experts
pick Caruana to go all the way
because of him being the second
best classical player behind
Carlsen for the last 10 years. If
Caruana continues his rich vein
of form, he might get another
shot at the World title.

Top seed Hikaru Nakamura,
who will be playing in his fourth
Candidates, will be one of the
strong contenders for the title. He
is solid, resourceful and performs
well under pressure, which is
what makes his world's second
best player. One disadvantage he
has is playing less classical games
against top opposition. However,
among the top players, he plays
the most number of games on-

line, which keeps Nakamura
sharp, besides benefiting him as
the results vindicate.

Anish Giri had an outstand-
ing 2025, triumphing in the
Grand Swiss. The Dutch No.1
is one of the best prepared play-
ers and will be highly motivated
to win the title in his third Can-
didates appearance. Winning
more games and not getting
bogged down by draws will be
crucial to Giri having a success-
ful tournament. Sindarov has
improved tremendously in the
last one year. He won the World
Cup in 2025, and finished second
in the Tata Steel Masters this
year. In the women's Candidates,
which will take place at the same
venue, Vaishali Rameshbabu
(former Velammal) and Divya
Deshmukh are the two Indians
in the fray. India No.1 women's
player Koneru Humpy withdrew
from the tournament because of
security reasons (ongoing war
between USA-Israel vs Iran).
Anna Muzychuk has come in as
a replacement.

Vaishali performed well in her
first Candidates in 2024, tying for
the second spot with Koneru
Humpy and Lei Tingjie (7.5/14)
but finished fourth because of a
lesser tie-break. Handling time
pressure and avoiding losses in
the first seven rounds will be the

key to Vaishali having a success-
ful tournament. After finishing
third in the Prague Challengers,
Divya will be the dark horse in
the tournament. If she makes a
good start, Divya will be in the
hunt for top spots. Top seed Zhu
Jiner had a forgettable Prague
Challengers but still she begins as
a favourite because of her consis-
tent performances last year.
Players in brackets: (country,
ranking & rating) (Open):Men:
Hikaru Nakamura (USA, world
No.2, 2810), Fabiano caruana
(USA, world No.3, 2795), Wei
Yi(Chn, world No.7, 2754), An-
ish Giri (Ned, world No.8, 2753),
Javokhir Sindarov (Uzb, world
No.12, 2745), R Praggnanand-
haa (Ind, world No.13, 2741),
Mathias Bluebaum (Ger, world
No.32, 2698), Andrei Esipenko
(FID, world No.33, 2698).
Women: Zhu Jiner (Chn,
world No.2, 2578), Tan Zhongyi
(Chn, world No.6, 2535), Alek-
sandra Goryachkina (FID, world
No.7, 2535), Anna Muzychuk
(Ukr, world No.8, 2522), Bibisara
Assaubayeva (Kaz, world No.9,
2516), Kateryna Lagno (FID,
world No. 10, 2508), Divya
Deshmukh (Ind, world No.12,
2497), R Vaishali (Ind, world
No.18, 2470).
(The writer of this article is a senior
sports correspondent)
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JJ Nagar Police arrest man for

abducting businessman

By N Rathi Chithra

N a shocking inci-

dent that has raised

concerns among

residents of Mogap-

pair, a businessman
was abducted in the local-
ity recently.

The JJ Nagar Police
have arrested a 29-year-
old man on charges of
assaulting the local busi-

complaint at the J.J. Nagar
Police Station. Acting
swiftly, the police regis-
tered a case and launched
an investigation. Based on
initial leads, a search op-
eration was initiated to
trace the vehicle used in the
crime.

Later that night, police
personnel intercepted a
vehicle near Golden
George Nagar. Saravanan
was rescued safely, and the
accused, Manikandan, a
native of Vadamadurai
near Uthukottai in Tiruval-
lur district, was taken into

March 29 - April 4, 2026

custody.

The police also recov-
ered the stolen iPhone
from the accused and
seized the Mahindra XUV
car used in the offence.

Preliminary investiga-
tions revealed that the in-
cident stemmed from a
dispute related to a car
purchase. Manikandan
had reportedly bought a
vehicle from Saravanan,
and differences arising out
of the deal are believed to
have triggered the violent
confrontation and subse-
quent abduction.

Manikandan was pro-
duced before a court and
remanded in judicial cus-
tody as per court orders.
Meanwhile, police officers
stated that efforts are un-
derway to apprehend the
remaining accused who
are currently absconding.

Residents in Mogappair
expressed concern over the
incident, urging increased
police patrolling and sur-
veillance in the area to
prevent such crimes. Police
have assured that stringent
action will be taken against
all those involved.

nessman and abducting
him in a car following a
dispute over a vehicle
transaction.

According to police
sources, the victim, Sara-
vanan (54), a resident of
a private apartment in
Reddipalayam, Mogap-
pair, is engaged in buying
and selling cars. The inci-
dent occurred a week ago
when Saravanan, accom-
panied by his son, had
gone to a restaurant in
Mogappair for a meal.

At the restaurant, one
Manikandan, along with
a few associates, allegedly
approached Saravanan.
The group reportedly
abused him in foul lan-
guage before physically
assaulting the father and
son. In the course of the
attack, the assailants are
said to have snatched an
iPhone belonging to Sara-
vanan's son.

The situation escalated
further when the accused
allegedly forced Saravan-
an into their car and drove
away, effectively abduct-
ing him in broad daylight.
The brazen nature of the
incident has alarmed local
residents, particularly as it
took place in a busy neigh-
bourhood.

Following the incident,
Saravanan's wife lodged a
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