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Dhakshineswar looks the
future of Indian tennis

By R Srinivasa Raghavan

HAKSHINESWAR

Suresh conjured up a

scintillating performance

to power India into the

second round of Davis
Cup qualifiers. The 25-year-old
won three matches as India pulled
off an upset 3-2 victory over
higher-ranked The Netherlands in
Bengaluru. It was India's best vic-
tory in recent times.

He looks like the future of In-
dian tennis, especially in singles,
thanks to his booming serves and
big forehands. Sumit Nagal, who
is No.1 Indian player in singles,
had a breakthrough 2024, break-
ing into the top 100, besides com-
peting in all the four Grand Slams.
However, Nagal had a tough
2025, having a big drop in the
rankings (293 in the world). Along
with Suresh, Nagal can take the
Indian tennis forward in singles if
he can regain his best form again.

Ranked 457th in the world,
Suresh levelled it 1-1 for India on
the first day, making short work
of Dutch No.1 (in this tie) Jesper
De Jong. Earlier, India’s top
player Nagal went down to Guy
Den Ouden in a close match. In-
dia's non-playing captain Rohit
Rajpal fielding Suresh (instead of
regular doubles player Sriram
Balaji) along with Yuki Bhambri
in doubles paid off for the hosts.
Suresh and Bhambri gave India
2-11ead with a victory over David
Pel and Sander Arends Jesper De
Jong made it 2-2 for the Dutch,
prevailing over Nagal.

Roared on by a boisterous
crowd, Suresh kept his cool to

clinch the match for India, beating
back the challenge of Guy Den
Ouden in straight sets. He served
with such assurance; he was not
broken in both his singles match-
es!

If India can put it across Korea
in the second round in September,
India will qualify for the World
Group for the first time since
2011.

The Netherlands captain Paul
Haarhuis was effusive in his praise
of Suresh: "Hats off to Suresh,
who played fantastic tennis,"
Haarhuis said to DavisCup.com.
"He carried the Indian team. He's
definitely not ranked where he
should be ranked, when he plays
like this. I'm not sure if he's play-
ing enough tournaments. I think
he will definitely improve his
ranking very fast as soon as he
turns pro. He's got a good future.
What he showed this weekend
was very promising."

Suresh has won all his match-
es in Davis Cup so far (three
singles and one doubles).

"It's just a different feeling
when you're playing for your
country," reflected a happy
Suresh after his victory. "You are
not playing for yourself, you're
playing for the whole nation. I
have played some different tennis
in these last four matches at the
Davis Cup. I'm really happy that
1 did that."

Suresh, who studies at the
Wake Forest University, USA,
aims to pursue tennis fully after
finishing his college education.
(The writer of this article is a senior

sports correspondent)
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Vkids West honoured students with 100% attendance. (Below) VKids (TSK) students.
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Anna Nagar residents shocked over

illegal hair trans

By N Rathi Chithra

section of residents of

Anna Nagar, long re-

garded as one of Chen-

nai's most posh and

well-planned neigh-
bourhoods, was left stunned
this past week after police un-
covered an unregistered hair
transplant clinic allegedly run
by unqualified personnel in the
heart of the locality.

The revelation that surgi-
cal procedures were being
performed without qualified
doctors in a premium residen-
tial and commercial zone has
triggered widespread disbe-
lief. "We expect such irregu-
larities in remote areas, not in
Anna Nagar," said a resident
of Third Avenue. "It is shock-
ing that something so serious
could happen right under our
noses."

On Tuesday, the K4 Anna
Nagar Police arrested three men
for allegedly operating "Mister
Hair Clinic" on Third Avenue
without proper registration
under the Tamil Nadu Medical
Institutions (Regulation) Act.
The arrests followed an inspec-
tion conducted by a team led by
Dr. Meenakshi Sundari, Joint
Director (Law), Directorate of
Medical and Rural Health Ser-
vices, Chennai, based on her
complaint.

Preliminary investigations
revealed that the clinic had been
functioning for nearly 10
months and that multiple hair

et

transplant procedures had alleg-
edly been performed by indi-
viduals lacking adequate medi-
cal qualifications.

The arrested men were iden-
tified as Jagvir Singh (33) of
Arumbakkam and Hardeep
Singh (24) of Anna Nagar, both
natives of Punjab who had
studied only up to Class 12 and
worked in the operating theatre.
The third accused, Jaffer Sid-
dique (27) of Anna Nagar East,
a native of Vellore, held a di-
ploma in Anaesthesia and
worked as a technician, alleg-
edly administering anaesthesia
to patients.

During the inspection, offi-
cials reportedly found that a
patient, M. Chandrasekhar
(31), had undergone a hair
transplant procedure without a
qualified doctor being present.
Investigators were further
alarmed to discover that Chan-
drasekhar had gone on to advise
another patient, Rohit, who had

plant

clinic

visited the clinic for treatment.

Police also said that a ho-
meopathic doctor, Vijayalak-
shmi, was associated with the
clinic and had provided medical
advice to patients seeking surgi-
cal hair restoration.

According to investigators,
individuals without sufficient
medical education were di-
rectly involved in conducting
procedures, thereby endanger-
ing lives and deceiving mem-
bers of the public.

The incident has rattled resi-
dents, many of whom said they
chose Anna Nagar for its repu-
tation for quality healthcare
facilities and orderly civic infra-
structure. "We trust the name
and the area. That trust has
been shaken," said another
resident.

Police have registered a case
and further investigation is un-
derway to ascertain the full ex-
tent of procedures carried out
at the clinic.
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Dhanvitha Malini of Velammal Vidyalaya, Mel
Ayanambakkam, clinched the 1st Overall
Championship Trophy along with three gold
medals at the National archery event.

Suleymenov
triumphs

By R Srinivasa Raghavan

ALISHER Suleymenov emerged
champion in the Chola Chess GM
Norm Round Robin Tournament in
Chennai. Kazakhstan GM sealed the
crown with a + 3 score (6/9; four
wins, one loss and four draws). In the
10-player closed tournament, he
gained 11.9 rating points, besides hav-
ing a performance rating of 2599.

Suleymenov's best chess moment
came in 2023, when he stunned world
No.1 and five-time World champion
Magnus Carlsen at the Qatar Masters.
Victory in Chennai should spur him
to do well for the rest of 2026.

There was a two-way tie for the
second spot between Indians Ethan
Vaz and Audi Ameya (both 5.5), with
Ethan taking the second spot, thanks
to better tie-break. Audi finished third.
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Next survey to trace

Chandhana Shri of Velammal Vidya-
laya, Mel Ayanambakkam displayed
remarkable concentration and
elegance by securing three gold
medals in Shivakala, Mardhanikala
and Dhanpata, earning applause and
admiration from all present.

unlicensed pet dogs

PLEASED by the response to the pet dog micro-
chipping and licensing drive, the Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC) will begin a door-to-door
survey soon to identify unlicensed dogs across the
city.

It has been found that many owners had failed
to turn up at Animal Birth Control centres for
microchipping even after the deadline.

So far 74,000 pet dogs have been licensed so far.
Over 20,000 owners have registered online but did
not complete the licensing process.

The free registration drive began on Oct 8. After
multiple extensions from Nov 23 to Dec 7, the
final deadline to comply without penalty was Dec
14. Since then, officials have been using RFID
scanners to identify unlicensed dogs and impose
penalties. A fine of Rs 5,000 is being levied for
keeping an unlicensed dog, while Rs 500 is charged
for walking a dog without a leash in public places.
Owners who completed online registration but
failed to obtain a physical licence are being fined
Rs 500.

At Velammal Vidyalaya, Mel Ayanambakkam, students from LKG to Grade XII who achieved 100%

attendance were honoured with trophies and certificates.
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Free eye, cancer screening
camp 1n Anna Nagar

A free eye screening
and cataract surgery
camp, along with a
cancer awareness and
free cancer screening
camp for women, was
jointly conducted by
Lions Clubs Interna-
tional and Leo Acad-
emy of Excellence in
Anna Nagar on Satur-

day.

MN Eye Hospital
(P) Ltd. and Adyar
Cancer Institute
(WIA) were in charge
of the camps.

A total of 107 men
and women under-
went eye screening.
After testing 8 indi-
viduals were identi-

fied for free cataract
surgery. 38 women
received free cancer
screening and the
team emphasized the
importance of early
detection and regular
health check-ups.
The distinguished
guests included Sec-
ond Vice District

Governor P. Jeyakodi,
Past District Gover-
nor T. Rajapandian,
Sidharth, Club Secre-
tary Dr. Saravanan,
and Camp Coordina-
tor Dr. K Srinivasan.
The initiative re-
ceived an overwhelm-
ing response from the
local community.
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Tarring works undertaken on
6th Avenue; Rellef to motorists

By N Rathi Chithra
F TER
months of
complaints
and mount-
ing frustra-
tion among residents,
the Greater Chennai
Corporation has fi-
nally undertaken tar-
ring works on 6th Av-
enue in Ward 100 of
Anna Nagar zone,
bringing much-need-
ed relief to motorists
and pedestrians in the
area.

The road-laying
works, which began
recently, cover a key
stretch of 6th Avenue
that had been riddled
with potholes, uneven
surfaces, and dam-
aged patches. Resi-
dents say the poor
condition of the road
had made commuting
a daily ordeal, espe-
cially during peak
hours and the mon-
soon season when
stagnant water would
collect in craters along
the stretch.

"For several
months, we have been
requesting the author-

ities to relay the road.
It had become ex-
tremely difficult for
two-wheelers and el-
derly pedestrians,"
said a resident of the
locality. "We are re-
lieved that the Corpo-
ration has finally act-
ed."

Ward 100 falls un-
der the Anna Nagar
zone, one of Chen-
nai's prominent resi-
dential and commer-
cial hubs. The 6th
Avenue is a busy arte-
rial stretch connecting
interior residential
streets to main thor-
oughfares, and is lined
with shops, apart-
ments, and small of-
fices. Frequent vehic-
ular movement had
further worsened the
road surface over
time. Local residents
pointed out that re-
peated patchwork re-
pairs in the past had
offered only tempo-
rary relief. "They used

to fill up potholes, but
within weeks, the sur-
face would break
again. This time, we
hope it is a complete
relaying with proper
base work," another
resident said.

Officials oversee-
ing the project stated
that the current works
involve laying a fresh
layer of bitumen after
preparing the base to
ensure durability. The
stretch is being lev-
elled and compacted
before the final tarring
process. Traffic diver-
sions have been put in
place in certain sec-
tions to facilitate
smooth execution of
the works.

"Relaying the road
is welcome, but main-
tenance is equally im-
portant," a senior citi-
zen noted.

As the works con-
tinue, locals hope the
fresh tar surface will
provide smoother and
safer travel for years to
come — and that such
delays in civic action
will not recur in the
future.

Vetrimaran releases 1st look
poster of Sailappan Cyele Mart

ONE of Tamil cine-
ma's top directors Ve-
trimaran on Wednes-
day released the first
look poster of director
Suka's upcoming fam-
ily entertainer 'Sailap-
pan Cycle Mart',
much to the delight of
fans and film buffs.
Sources close to the
unit of the film say
that the family enter-
tainer's story is setin a
rural backdrop.
Produced by Esak-
ki Karvannan under
the banner of his pro-
duction house Laksh-
mi Creations, the film,
sources claim, will

reflect the real world
that people live in on
a daily basis.

Directed by Suka,
the film will be a fam-
ily drama that is set in
a village in southern
Tamil Nadu. The film
will seek to showcase
the lives of the people
there and the incidents
that happen in their
lives.

The film will fea-
ture Esakki Karvan-
nan, M S Bhaskar, Ila-
varasu, Munnar
Ramesh and director
Subramania Siva in
the lead roles. Actors
Pooja Mohanraj,

Katha Nandi, Surjith
Gopinath, Vidya Vi-
jayakumar, Yash-
wanth, Santhana Lak-
shmi and Meenakshi
Iyer too will be seen
playing pivotal roles in
this family drama.

The film boasts of
a fantastic technical
team. Isaignani II-
ayaraja, is to score the
music, which will
have cinematography
by Martin Donraj.

Editing which has
caught the attention
of fans and film bulffs,
isto be done by Suresh
URS. Sound design is
by Manoj.
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Firm’s Banquet Hall

A host for your party dream

AN INITIATIVE OF FIRM FOUNDATIONS & HOUSING PVT LTD.

YOUR SPECIAL DAY IN A ECIAL PLACE

« WEDDINGS

* BETROTHALS

* RECEPTIONS

* BIRTHDAYS

* BABY SHOWERS /A6
=~ COMPANY EVENTS | £

(& MUCH MORE

SMALL GATHERINGS
(50-100 PEOPLE)

AND GET-TOGETHERS

CALL : +9144 2628 8595 | 95000 98595

Q-95, 3rd Avenue, Anna Nagar, Chennai - 600040.
mail@firmsbanquet.com | www.firmsbanquet.com
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KS Vhenisa Sree of

Velammal School 10 ADVERTISE In

won the bronze AYANAMBAKKAM 5 ma I I
medal in the

Sub-Junior I Fu utp ri nt,

category at the 3rd

NTPC National M
Ranking Archery 80560 01855 I g
Tournamentheldat 044 4269 0063 .

Ernakulam. | mpression

BhoomI Poo;a at Monte Carlo Park

The Bhoomi Pooja ceremony
for the VGN Monte Carlo Plot
1 Owners Welfare Association

(MCPOWA) office-cum-reading CU“ Sll'l.l :tiﬂn

room inside the park, was held
on Feb 12 (Thursday), between Cnst Starts from

7.30a.m. and 9.00 a.m. Among 2200/
others present was Mr Ganapa- ?. -
thy, MLA, Maduravoyal con- Per Sq.ft.
stituency, Mr V Rajan, Regional

. chairman, Mr. Narayanasamy,
President, MCPOWA, a few

Corporation officials and the
Plot owners.

—_ |POCKET
[*]/]H O M E

Call us at 89390 04855

TO EXPLORE THE WORLD OF POCKET HOME AND
UNLOCK THE POTENTIAL OF SMALL PLOT LIVING

BEYOND

Yolo] -3 UPEN MINDS
BBOUEN!AQE !:l D) "MOGAPPAIR
NURSERY TO GRADE X CBSE :1931638

Nurturing India's Tomorrow
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